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ments in the Vienna archives, from which until recently -
historical enquirers were jealously excluded, and Schafer's
1 Geschichte des Siebenjahrigen Kriegs,3 the most accu-
rate and comprehensive history of the war in existence.
Some of Ranke's works deal with parts of the subject.
For the war itself the professor has only a series of short
studies, but its origin is elaborately investigated in his
' Ursprung des Siebenjahrigen Kriegs.' An excellent
account of the early part of Frederick's reign and of the
history of Prussia, up to the king's accession, will be
found in his ' Zwolf Biicher Preussischer Geschichte,3
while the later policy of Frederick is discussed in c Die
Deutschen Machte und der Fiirstenbund.'
To the works of these great modern writers may be
added Preuss's well-known biography of Frederick the
Great, and the king's own historical writings, of which a
separate edition has recently been published in France.
For Ferdinand of Brunswick, and that part of the
war in which England was directly concerned, the great
authority is Westphalen's l Geschichte der Feldziige des
Herzogs Ferdinand,' but though this work is invaluable
to students, it is altogether unsuited to the general reader >
who will find Manvillon's biography more adapted to his
requirements.
Of contemporary French history most readers will
find as much as they want in Voltaire's c Siecle de Louis
XV.,' and in either Sismondi or Martin. Several recent
publications, such as the Due de Broglie's £ Le Secret
du Roi,' and the £ Memoires et Lettres du Cardinal de
Bernis,3 possess considerable interest, though the amount
of new information which they contribute is somewhat
less than has been supposed.
For the English history of the period, and for the war
. regarded from an English point of view, the standard
modern work is Lord Mahon's ' History of England from

